
• 33RD Annual General Meeting
Round Table Cyprus
Thu 6th – Sun 9th October 2011

 
• NTM Aalborg Denmark

Thu 13th Oct 2011 - Sun 16th Oct 2011
 
• RT Hungary - Euro Spa & Wellness 2011

Thu 27th Oct 2011 - Sun 30th Oct 2011
 
• RT France - National Family Games -

Amiens, France
Fri 28th Oct 2011 - Sun 30th Oct 2011

 
• STM Sub regional Meeting -

Plovdiv, Bulgaria
Thu 3rd Nov 2011 - Sun 6th Nov 2011

 
• RT Seychelles  - Regatta 2011

4th Fri Nov 2011 -  Sun 6th Nov 2011 

• RT Tunisia AGM - Tunisia
Fri 11th Nov 2011 - Sun 13th Nov 2011

Upcoming Events
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Round Table, what an adventure...
 
Dear fellow tablers, for some people out there, to be rich
and happy means to have a lot of money and nothing
to worry about, but unfortunately, many of them are not
happy as being rich without fulfilment is failure!
 
But for us, to be rich means to be a tabler. It means to
be part of this magnificent and unique organisation. It

gives us the passion to give a part of ourselves to our friends and to our
community. I’m Privileged to be part of Round Table.
 
We need to share this rich fulfilment with the younger generations, to pass our
treasure to the future. Our age limit is the key for our success: we must stay
young and grow younger. At the same time we must also try to grow bigger, to
share this unique table feeling with new friends. Do you still remember the day
you were inducted in Round Table? The day we got that first pin, we all have
read the aims and objects of our association. We committed ourselves to respect
the values which bound us all together.
 
Gentlemen, let’s keep our focus on those aims and objects! With the energy we
all have in our hearts, we must live Round Table every day. We must make it
count in each action we undertake in our table being. Our pins are our
commitment, but please don’t stop there. We need to take action as well. The
decision to join Round Table can only give you rich fulfilment when you act
accordingly. So let our motto be for this year: Commit and Act!
 
Let’s keep our families involved, let’s take care of our image, and let’s give
meaning to our meetings. Let’s work side by side with LCI and 41. Don’t be a
talker, but a walker!
 
Dear friends, you allowed me to wear the jewel of Round Table International.
No words can describe the emotions of proud and humbleness which are
flowing through my body. I thank each one of you for your confidence.  It will
be an honour to serve you and to bring us all together: associations, tablers
and most important floor members.
 
The most important aspect of Round Table is to know that Round Table is all
about team spirit.  To be a real tabler is to be a Team player! During one of our
international trips this year we learned: Alone you go faster, together you go
further. Please take this feeling back to your club and act accordingly.
 
Dear tablers, a new board is ready to serve you, to commit and to act for Round
Table International! Hope to meet you all very soon!
 
Stijn De Frene:  RTI President

Presidents Message
Your RTI board is there to serve each association and each tabler. His most
important role is that of a communicator. To be the oil of a big engine where
each one of us is important. Besides the communication tool we are and the
visits we do around the globe, these are mine and the boards goals for the
coming year:
1. To determine and write the “RTI Vision document 2011-2015”, based on the

Vision document 2008. To be proposed at the IROs meeting and being finalised
during RTIWM 2012 India

2. To complete the online administration platform for Round Table International.
Database to be updated with all national boards & clubsdetails.
(http://admin.rtinternational.org)

3. To create a healthy transparent financial structure and long term plan to
ensure the future of RTI. Accepting the budget during the RTIWM in
Bremerhaven was already an important step forward.

4. To build and promote further the new started RTI webshop and to attract
official sponsors worldwide to increase extra income.

5. To bring International tabling to the tablers by:
- Using Social Media (Twitter/Facebook)
- To evaluate our communication strategy, internal / external

6 To stimulate the World Membership Committee (WMC) to help small and to
create new associations worldwide. A concrete action list, followed with
action, respecting the Extension Fund.

7. To complete an internal digital platform to transfer the gathered information
from board to board, without loosing our past.

8. To investigate the possibility to have a Marchesi Museum
9. To propose structured low cost websites, attached to the RTI website, to

small associations.
10. To give extra content to the RTI Newsflash and find more ways to bring it

to the tablers
11. To provide an “RTI Code of Conduct” to our members, as a guideline
12. To meet each one of you and to create a teamfeeling among our 31.500

members.
 

Dear friends, this is my commitment to all of you for the coming 12 months. A
dynamite board is behind all these items. We will need all your input and ideas.
Contact us anytime!
Time to act!
 
Stijn De Frene: RTI President 

Goals for 2011 -2012
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Dear Tabler,

Just a short introduction
in this NewsFlash... My
name is Jeroen de Graaf,

I live in the Netherlands nearby the capital city
Amsterdam together with my wife Leonie and
my two beautiful daughters (2,5yr and 6,5yr).
Table 86 is my home Table  where it all started
because another Tabler gives my the opportunity
to enjoy Tabling! To me Tabling is not only for
yourself but you need to share it with the Family
and friends.

International Tabling gives you even an extra
vibe, you find out that International Tabling gives
you an extra dimension in Tabling. In the
Netherlands we always tell a Tabler that you
have to pass your vibe over to another new
Tabler!
 
Connection between the associations, open and
transparent workflows for the future are steps
that are needed. 

A goal to create a clear vision and strategy with
efficient procedure and structure will be the
basis of the future. 

Together with my National board we managed
these goals last year when I had the honor to
have the position as National President. It was
a great experience and even better was the
feeling to give something to the National Table
which they can use for a long time.

The first step was the establishment of the WMC
in Dubai giving us an international goal. The
WMC was create because in our opinion;
members are the basis for our future and we

Vice-Presidents
Message

have to be aware of this red line and to adopt it and improve this for the next
incoming Tablers. 

The New Tabler knows a lot about communication and this is also a specialty
of mine which I would like to utilize for the benefit of international Tablers in the
already realized international friendship. 

There are many things to do... but we need to realize these items step by step
and side by side.

We need each others’ strength and specialty to realize our open goals for the
future. 

In Tabling with a warm connection!

Jeroen de Graaf: RTI Vice President

Dear Tablers,
 
I am writing to you following another great Round Table
World Meeting in the port city of Bremerhaven. For those
of you who were there, I am proud to inform you that
this meeting was the largest meeting RTI has ever had!
This was down to the great work done by our German
convenors, and naturally also thanks to the easy
connections to get there!

 
Whatever the reasons for these numbers, I believe one important factor emerges;
more Tablers are seeing the benefit of attending and participating in the World
Meeting. It hopefully also means that together with the convenors of these
meetings, the RTI Board is doing something right!
 
Since most of you were unable to hear my speech and presentations at the
Gala Dinner I felt I needed to write this message to highlight the achievements
of the past year, a year which turned out to be one of extremes; from the highs

Final Bow

of chartering two new countries and a number of new clubs in various parts of
the world, to the low point following the recent loss of our dear friend and past
RTI President George Psaras. Each of the past board members had his own
experiences to tell you but i think the ones that stand out most for us were:
 
-       The charters of RT Latvia and RT Riga
-       The re-establishment of contacts with RT Poland
-       The opening of two new schools in Nepal
-       The finalisation of the new RTI Website

One of our main goals last year was to support our weaker associations so as
to help them grow stronger and survive. We felt we succeeded in some cases,
but naturally i am sure we could have done better in others. Another issue was
the need to interact more with Joe Tablers and listen to what they want to see
happening within their clubs, associations and also at International level. We
have done this by being more visible on various media and interacting with as
many Tablers as possible, by attending meetings in different parts of the world
and by inviting members to submit articles in the newsflash to let their fellow
members know what they are doing.
 
The whole point of being part of Round Table International is to help associations
around the world interact and cooperate on various levels. If it was not for RTI,
would we have so many real friends in all parts of the globe? Would we even
be here tonight? The job of the RTI Board is not to dictate how each association
should run its internal affairs, but to assist in keeping the ethos of what Round
Table is all about – Friendship and Community Service
 
All I will say is that my motto for the year was ‘make it count’, and from the
feedback I received from many of you, especially over the RTI weekend, was
that we did make it count! And proof of this is that we were at the largest Round
Table International AGM to date. Thanks to all who had a part in getting to this
point.
 
I must thank a few people, starting with one important person...... Chantal. When
I was asked to take on this post the first person I asked was her and she had
no hesitation in telling me to go for it, knowing it would mean that for the next
two years she would be alone for long periods and she would be coming second
whenever we were together. I must also thank my board members together with
their wives as this year would not have been possible without them. I would
also like to thank the convenor Werner Maier, as well the main organisers of
the AGM weeks, Jens and Tomas for convening the largest RTI AGM’s ever.
 
 
 This was my last RTI meeting as a Tabler, but next year I hope to join you in
India as a past member and 41er! Thank you for giving me the opportunity to
serve you over the past two years! I wish all the best to Stijn and his team.
 
Round Table.....Commit and Act!!
 
YIT

Steve Ganado: Past RTI President

Bremerhaven - Harbour Heartbeat
Round Table  Internat ional
World Meeting - 28 August 2011
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Round Table Morocco, represented by its President and Past President, had
the pleasure of attending the RTI World Meeting held this year in Bremerhaven.

It was an emotional return to the table Moroccan who has not participated to
the RTI World Meeting since Panama in 1997.

The meeting with the family of the round table was warm,  friendly and have been
marked by the perfect organization of RT38 Bremerhaven,  as well our stay was
in pleasant atmosphere and allowed us to meet some tablers which were not
expected such our twins from France.

Moroccan Round Table, created in
1969, now has three tables (2 in
Casablanca and  1 in Rabat ) among
which 45 active and engaged fellow
are tabling.

We are  act ive ly  work ing   to
create other tables whose primary
purpose is the perpetuation of our
movement.

M a n y  t h a n k s  t o   t h e   T R 3 8   a t
Bremerhaven for their preparation and excellent organization and
congratulations to our President and friend Steve, for all his efforts.

We wish to Stijn and his team all the best  in carrying out its task.

Long live to the friendship and lovely Round Table!
 
Amine Aouad: Round Table Morocco President 2010-2011
 
Nacer Amrani: Round Table Morocco Past President 2010-2011

Letter from RT Morrocco

The Round Table International World Meeting 2011 in Bremerhaven, Germany
 
 
Two years ago the Tablers of Bremerhaven as well as the German Round Table
Board applied for the World Meeting and had equally high hopes and
expectations. We won the competition against New York and saw us faced to
new budget rules and the bloody truth of “Do the Job”.

The following years, especially the last one, have been full of work, fun and

A succes story or a question of Hope and Fear

friendship. We traveled to many
destinations and found new friends
all over the globe. As the president of
RT 38 Bremerhaven wished during the
opening ceremony: The World
Meeting is a place to make friends -
 and this vision you proofed! Hundreds
Mails and Facebook show the deeper
friendship that was created in that
fantastic RT-World. What can we say...
the RTI WM 2011 in Bremerhaven is
over now. So what are the basic facts?
This World Meeting had the highest
number of participants so far, with up
to 1000 guests from 45 different
countries. We had a great spirit
throughout the five days of the
meeting. At this point we would like
to thank all of those for their
participation and thus making this
event a memorable one. Every one of
you made it special.
 
But at the beginning was a prior
question - can we handle a huge
group, which are staying in different
hotels and will they be cool enough
to trust on local mood of transport and
different event locations. And we
decided we can - as we all know that
RT is a huge family of big Kahunas -
we thought... Reality shows one of the
biggest challenges of the event -
people love it stupid simple - so the
résumé is: It is fantastic to give the
guest independence - believe in the
way that everybody had a trip for
holiday or so before - but be prepared
that you will be needed for all kind of
questions. RT is RT and do not expect
that things, appearing easy, are hanled
easy ;-)
 
The Tablers of Bremerhaven and the
Convener tried to sort out all demands
- and so one of the “BIG” points was
more or less under control.
 
In order to organize such a big event
we had several milestones to reach,

like speaking to all the hotels, setting up the transportation system, the daytime
activities as well as the evening events and of course promoting the World

Meeting itself.
We needed really strong faith in the international
Tablers, because five weeks ahead of the event
we had only about 350 participants, and thus far
to big event locations. The convenors main job
during this period was to keep the motivation
and all reservations alive - because that is tabling:
If possible I register in the last minute - that is
our “RT WORLD”. So we were certain to get it
all just right and in time. And like one week ahead
of the World Meeting we were in the lucky and
tough situation that our ferry party on Thursday
was sold out, so we hired a second ferry in order
to get all the late registrations „on board“.
If we would figure out what we will remember
for the next 30 years:
• So many happy people
• Cool locations - cool city
• Farry-Party and Nationsnight for the book of

records
• Doing 60 Visa-Invitationsletters in the last

minute - with success
• Dominating Hotels and Caterers not loosing

the reservation
• Prepare standard mails - you receive each

question a hundred times
• Have some Valium and some happy pills in

your pocket – you need it.
• Fantastic meetings with great results and a

great “old and new” RTI Board
• The party is for the guests - as organizer you

laugh one week later ;-)
• Do it again!!!!
 
The tablers of Bremerhaven, namely Jens
Asseuer, Jan Henrik Fiedler, Nils Galczinsky, Tim
Harms, Bodo Heusmann, Jens Höpke, Felix Huth,
Thomas Kleinert, Philipp Kliem, Jens Lohmann,
Bastian Peters, Lars Reinke, Sebastian Schmidt,
Joachim Schöne, Martin Seiffert, Malte
Sommer, Nicholas Ströhlein, Hans-Ortwin
Tolmien, Peter Weber and Fabian Zinser, as well
as myself Werner Maier, RTI Convenor 2011,
would like to say goodbye and see you soon in
international tabling. Let us stay in contact for
the Future!
Thank you Round Table!

Yours in International Tabling
Werner Maier
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The Service Project of the year:
EMA Region - RT USA for the Georges Malaika
Foundation Project

This was awarded to a national service project
supporting a foundation working to alleviate the
dire education crises in the Democratic Republic
of Congo. Most of the funds raised are done
through members participating in the New York
Marathon, thus giving very good exposure to
Round Table in a country where we have great
potential for expansion.
 
 
The Waldo Thole Fellowship and Travel award:
Round Table Seychelles form the Africa region
 
The award goes to the Association that sends
the most representatives to a WM, in correlation
to the total amount of Tablers in the Association,
times the distance travelled to get there.
 The formula is:
[Number of Tablers present (no wife, no Active 
20/30...) / Number of Tablers invoiced for last RTI
cap fee ] x ( [ 1 + Distance travelled to the RTIWM
] / 1000 )
 
 
The Round Table Club of the year:
RT Bahrain - Africa Region
 
For their continued efforts over the last 30 years
in organising a major fundraising event which
has now become the largest charity sporting
event in the Middle East, the Bahrain Marathon
Relay.
 
The Most Outstanding Association of the year:
RT Nepal - Asia Pacific Region
 
This award was given, to the Association who
has consistently worked to promote all the aims
and objects of Round Table, especially in their

The Awards for
the year 2010 - 2011

efforts to raise funds to build schools
for the less privileged.
 
The RTI Tabler of the Year
 
This year the outgoing RTI Board were
relatively overwhelmed with the
number of nominations for this award;
They had a total of seven candidates:
Bharath Vathul of RT India, Jari Heikka
of RT Finland, Kevin Murrell of RT

Central Africa, Oliver Smkens of RT USA, Rikus Badenhorst of RT Southern
Africa, Dragos Chirita from RT Romania and last but not least Nimesh Amalean
from RT Sri Lanka.
 
Just by being nominated, they have distinguished themselves as exceptional
Tablers, and Steve Ganado thank them for their commitment to Round Table.
 
Wherever you go you are guaranteed to find him there. For him, attending RT
meetings around the world is not about the fun only; he is always involved in
all discussions and is ready to give his opinion on all topics. He is also ready
to help out wherever necessary without any worry for the personal expense
involved. As long as he is doing something for a good cause he will do it gladly.
He has been the perfect ambassador for Round Table wherever he has been
and he deserves the recognition for it. I am sure that many of you have realised
that the winner is none other than Dragos Chirita from RT Romania.

Hello again my dear friends. After
RTIWM 2011 Bremenhaven I thought
that is a good idea to tell you a little
bit of my last year of tabling. Because
in Bremenhaven I had the honor to be
rewarded with the biggest prize for a
tabler: RTI Tabler of the year
2010/2011!
 
I am sure that there are many other
tablers that deserve this distinction
as much as I do or even more. I thank

all these tablers for the great work they are doing for Round Table and hope
they will continue on the same road.
 
This year has been an outstanding year for me. In a good way and in a bad way
too. I started the year after RTIWM 2010 Dubai with a new Charter meeting of

We believe you can fly!

RT3 Istanbul-Turkey, then I continued
with NTM Lithuania, AGM RT Cyprus
and IRO's Meeting Austria in 2010.
After the meeting in Austria I had the
opportunity to help RT Austria in
distributing gifts for the children in
need in Romania, thank you RT Austria
for your kindness. In 2011 we had a
great start with Re-charter of RT1 Riga-
Latvia, after that back to some work
in CTM Luxembourg, some 3 weeks

holiday in New Zealand for the Neville Bullock WOCO Tour 2011, an excellent
opportunity to see how Round Table is doing in New Zealand. Then back again
to some work in STM Malta and some AGM's of RT Bulgaria, RT Iceland, RT
Finland, RT Sweden and RT Norway.
 
I had a great time in all these events, I met a lot of new and old friends, having
great memories and tabling time from all these places. Meanwhile I was also
present, as much as I could, to my local table life and RT Romania AGM. I have
tried, as much as possible, to keep my family involved, so Daria, my daughter,
and Luiza, my wife, accompanied me on some of these trips. I would like to thank
them for all the support and involvement in my tabling life and I can hope that
more and more tablers will follow my example. After all Round Table is also
about our families, kids and wives.
 
Last event before RTIWM was in Romania – EMATM, where, as you know, “We
believe you can fly!”. I also believed that I could fly and I was running for EMA
Chairman office :) but I lost to a better “flying man” than me, Steve Lord. Good
luck Steve in your office, I will be there whenever you need me! I hope that
everybody present in Romania for EMATM had a great time; I know that the
others missed a great party, but all of you are welcome in Dracula's land
whenever you want. This was the good part of the year, and I thank to all my
friends in Round Table for a great year and hope to meet as many as you around
the world, because “I believe I can fly!” and I will.
 
For the bad part of the year, I had a tough 6 weeks before the RTIWM, just 10
days after EMATM my father died... And one week before RTIWM one of our
great tablers and friends, George Psaras also passed away unexpectedly and
too soon...
 
I only hope that my father and George are proud of me and are smiling to me
from heaven as the rainbow on the sky of Bremerhaven after RTIWM 2011.
 
Thank you my friends for this year, see you aRound the Table, I will be out there
because I love tabling!
 
Dragos Chirita: RT Romania & RTI Tabler of the year 2010/2011
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The Past (or a VERY brief history of Tabling
in the Gulf).
Tabling started off in the as Round Table are not readily
accepted by the Authorities in the Gulf area, so
individual Tables maintained a low profile and there

was little inter-table communication. However, thing changed in Arabian Gulf
with the formation of Dubai RT in 1976. Within a year, Bahrain Round Table was
formed. Such organizations the late 1970’s a few Tablers, in particular Mike
Hywel Davis, got together to form a regional body which could then join up with
WOCO and ARTAG was formed in 1979. ARTAG was represented at a World
Meeting in WOCO in 1980 for the first time. By 1980 ARTAG consisted of Tables
in Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Riyadh, Doha and Kuwait. As the Arabian Gulf became
more popular for expats, Jeddah, Sharjah, Al Khobar and Muscat Tables were
formed. Bahrain Round Table were persuaded to join ARTAG to bring the number
of Tables to 10.

Due to the older age of expats in the Middle East, ARTAG made the decision to
move over to the 45 age rule in line with RTBI. In the 1990’s and early 2000’s 2
more Tables were formed in Dubai – Dubai Creek and Dubai Anchorage, bringing
the number of Tables in ARTAG to 12.  At this time ARTAG’s membership peaked
at around 120.

Since these heady times and despite the age rule change, there has been a
steadily decline in the number of Tables and Tablers in the Gulf. We currently
have 4 active tables and membership numbers of just under 40. The decline has
primarily been due to the exodus of expats from the Middle East over the last
few years, and lack of young eligible men to replace them. We also struggle to
recruit local members.

Despite its small size RTAG applied for and very successfully hosted the RTI
World Meeting in 2010 in Dubai. Due to the incredible efforts of our convenors,

Robert Duce and Richard Miles (and a number
of other Tablers, wives and 41ers!), RTAG and
Dubai RT put on one of the best ever World
Meetings (in our opinion!!). Then in 2011, to further
put RTAG on the world map, Bahrain Round Table
were awarded Table of the Year for their
extraordinary fund raising efforts and fellowship.

Not bad for a region of 38 Tablers...

The Future….
There is good news on the horizon... individual Tables are stronger then ever 
and continue to thrive. We are trying to make Tablers feel as much a part of
RTAG and African Region as they do their own Table.  We are truly international
and each Table boasts a number of nationalities.

We are re-launching Abu Dhabi Round Table from the ashes in October and we
are hoping to re-launch Muscat (Oman) in early 2012. Keep looking in Newsflash
for further details… Our half yearly will be in Abu Dhabi in Mid November – and
you are most welcome to attend.

We welcome anyone who is visiting or relocating to come and meet us and
attend our meetings – our biggest source of new members is people moving
here for work and we can immediately offer help, advice and a ready made
social network to help you settle into your new environment in the Gulf.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you are relocating or know someone
who is...

We may be small but we aim big and try to punch above our weight!

Steve Brown – RTAG President (rtagpres@yahoo.co.uk)

Bahrain Round Table    
Since its formation in 1977, Bahrain Round Table has continued strongly and
enjoys the privilege of being officially recognised by the Bahrain Government
(the only Table in RTAG to be officially recognised). This allows us to organise
large open-to-the-public events and major fund raising activities. Membership
has yo-yo'd over the years but fortunately we have some stalwart Tablers and
41ers who have been around for a while, and who's experience is priceless.
One of the major events arranged by Bahrain Round Table is the Bahrain

Marathon Relay. This is one of the biggest
sporting events in the Middle East, and usually
involves nearly 200 teams - including many from
overseas. The Marathon Relay celebrated its
30th anniversary in 2010, and in the 30 years over
US$2million has been raised for local charities.
This is an enormous under-taking and the
organisation of the Relay has become an all year
event.  The Marathon Relay 2011 is scheduled
for 9th December 2011 at the Bahrain
International Formula 1 Circuit. We were very
proud to be awarded the RTI Table of the Year in
2011 - we think mostly because of our fundraising
activities in the Bahrain community - and we are
absolutely delighted by this! Thank you to RTI for
the recognition and congratulations to Bahrain
Round Tablers and previous Tablers and 41ers -
this award is for you all.

Current we have 9 BRT members with 1 keen
prospective waiting in the wings... and we
welcome anyone relocating or visiting Bahrain
to come along and join us at our meetings. 

For details contact Rob Philpot on:
robert_philpot@alfalakspd.com or Theunis
Strydom on theunis_strydom@yahoo.com

AFRICA REGION

Round Table Arabian Gulf (RTAG)
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Dubai Round Table    
Dubai RT has been very active since Dubai
hosted the World Meeting in October 2010.  After
taking over as the new chairman in April 2011,
Dubai RT has succeeded in restarting the second
meeting of the month as a social event and the
theme for this year has been one of Less Talk,
More Action. Our social events have included a
sundowner luxury yacht cruise off the Palm
Jumeriah, a giant projected Xbox Kinect
competition night, skiing at Ski Dubai, ten pin
bowling, a family treasure hunt in the Mall of the
Emirates and a pub games evening.  The restart
of the social meeting has allowed a great
fellowship to develop within DRT.  Future events
include a Halloween family party, a joint
Christmas party with 41 Club, a race night, a car
boot sale, a tour of the Burj Al Arab (the only 7*
hotel in the world), a dads and kids camping trip,
The Infamous Tour of the Dubai Darkside (!), a
quiz challenge against 41club, a floodlit golf event
and a paintball session.

Presently DRT has 17 members and we are
travelling to Abu Dhabi in October to help with
the restart of Abu Dhabi RT.  We usually meet
on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the month,
although the second meeting sometimes takes
place at the weekend as it is a social meeting.
Our business meetings (1st Monday) are held at
the Jumeirah Beach Hotel at 8pm in the CLUB 8
VIP suite (This has a private bar, pool table and
a sundeck!)  Dress code for the meetings is smart
casual with an emphasis on RT polo shirts.
Our 2011/12 charity project is helping support
the organization known as Children of the
Mountain in Nepal.  One of our newest members
is organizing a trip to Nepal in April 2012 so that

Tablers and friends can travel there to aid in the construction and maintenance
of a school in the mountains of Nepal. If you are visiting or relocating to Dubai, we
would love to hear from you!

For more details contact me, Richard Miles (Chairman) at
richardmiles@etisalat.blackberry.com
 
Kuwait Round Table    
The northern most Table in the Gulf has survived the odd Regalia raid from Iraq
to recharter itself on a few occasions.

 As usual with other Tables in the region we are struggling with numbers due
to people leaving Kuwait. Our main fund raising is our desert ball and monies
raised have been donated to Freedom of Education and Ethiopian Maids fund.
We welcome anyone relocating or visiting Kuwait to come along and join us at
our meetings. 

For details contact Ben Paul on paul_ben@hotmail.com 

Riyadh Round Table    
Small but still going strong….
Despite its current low membership numbers, the Round Table & 41 Club in
Riyadh is still proudly displaying its strength.

A busy Spring and early Summer schedule has seen the groups hold 3 events
where speakers from numerous charity organisations have made presentations
to the group. These presentations were made by Felicity Heathcote from the
Hoopoe Foundation, Marie Therese Costelloe from the Women's Cooperative
in Qassim (Herfah) & Suzanne Al Ghanem from the Downs Syndrome Society.
These events have already resulted in all of the groups receiving donations
from various companies and groups in the community.

In addition other events are being discussed & planned as well as several direct
offers of help being made by members and their spouses.

We are also currently putting the finishing touches to the "Irish Open Golf
Championship”, which takes place on October 6th. Despite this being the first
time this event has been held there will be 160 golfers in the event, with 400
attending the evening Gala dinner which will be hosted by the Irish Ambassador
at his residence. Such has been the attraction to local businesses that prizes
on offer range from international vacations to I Pads. All proceeds from this
event will be donated to the Hoopoe Foundation which raises money for a blind
school in Palestine as well as several local children's charities.

If you are coming to Riyadh on business or relocating to Saudi Arabia, we would
love to hear from you – please contact me on the e-mail below and we can help
you enjoy Tabling in the Kingdom in our own special way!

Gary Richardson (Chairman Riyadh RT)
richardsonksa@hotmail.co.uk

Dear Steve,

I hope that you are well.
On behalf of Edenvale Round Table, we would like
to take this opportunity to thank-you for the generous
donation for the Bienvenu Shelter in Bertrams.
On Saturday the 20th of August, we went to visit the

shelter to take them over R25000 worth of kitchen equip-ment. We arrived there,
and one team took the children and the ladies out to a local park to have a picnic
and the other team, took over and revamped their kitchen. We put in new
crockery, cutlery, pots and anything else that you can think of into their kitchen.

We decided on this project, when we
went to the shelter about 6 months
ago to have a party with them, and
realized that they had such little
supplies in their kitchen, and it needed
a complete makeover.

By the time I left the shelter and the
time that I got home, the Sister that
runs the shelter left this message on
my facebook.

“To Round Table #63. Bienvenu Shelter is still in a state of ectasy at what you
brought to us this morning. Yes the value of R20,000 is so great, but the personal
involvement and care that you guys take is more than I can understand. It is the
giving of yourselves that is so much fun and appreciated. Our Kitchen has been
renewed. Thanks too for taking the children and mothers to the park while you
did this wonderful work of concern for your brothers/sisters.” One of the other
sisters left this message.

"Amen... On behalf of the Board, Thank You all!!! for caring. What you did today
will go a long way in healing the women and children of the Shelter. Showing
them that you care has restored some of the trust they have lost during the
various horrendous incidents that they have escaped from (war, and all). You
have shown them that they deserve to be treated with respect. Simple things
like proper plates and cutlery will be remembered for a very very long time. May
your tribe increase hundredsfold... and the blessings be endless." Those words
express how grateful they are to everything that we were able to give them that
Saturday.

Once again, thanks so much for all you support.

David Costine: Gauteng Area Action Officer

Gratitude that can be felt!
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Fellow tablers my name is Steve Lord your new EMA
chairman and Communi ty  Serv ice Of f icer.
I joined Clitheroe Round Table No 552 fifteen years ago
and have held many posts within that Table and became
Chairman 2007

 “Tabled” extensively around the world, not just socializing
but networking for the good of Round Table Movement.

 I was impressed with the “Freedom Through Education” when in 2005 I visited
a table in India. On my return I not only raised money to build a further school.
But was put in charge of the RTBI FTE project with RT India. Two RTBI Board
roles :- “Community Service Officer “ and IRO.

As CSO I was to promote our National Projects. Importing an India Tuc-Tuc,
planned a route from top to the bottom of the UK, supported by Tablers and
clubs and promoting Round Table throughout the trip with local paper, radio
and national TV interviews. The joint family of Round Table raised £270K for Air
Ambulance. This 12-day 2500km epic trip not only spearheaded the project but
won me the RTI 2009 community service project of the year.

As IRO, I have travelled and networked to bring RTBI back into the RTI family.
Realizing I had to get more Joe Tablers travelling to cement these links.  Without
a budget?  Been creative I designed and sold colourful bowties. Resulting in 19
RTBI Joe’s have travelled with 19 international Tablers visiting RTBI. I have
already introduced a new range of Black, White & Gold RTI bowties to the new
online shop.

Thinking outside the box, networking, breaking down barriers and getting greater
PR for Round Table. With these skills I will grow RTI bigger and younger.
My work and wife allow me to put a lot of time and effort into Tabling. I testify
“the more you put into Table the more you get out”.

So what I have planning for this year.
As community service officer:- My early drive is
Movember which we adopted as our RTI project,
working with Dan Read and Jari Heikka we would like
to see more that ever tablers growing a moustache
to promote prostate cancer. Remember its about having
fun and informing you Friends, Family and Work
colleges about men’s health. This year we have a new
pins for the project.

I would like to promote our Community Service Projects, each month I would
like to see a different project in the newsflash and on our website. So you can
understand how we are helping and you never know you may want to get
involved in someway. There are some very interest project out there this year
which I will be highlighting. Eg “Butterfly Kids” German National Project; For

EMA Chairmans introduction further informations see www.rt-schmetterlingskids.de

“Around The World For Wishes” with Round Table Children’s Wish RTBI’s
national project. www.rtcw.org/Round-The-World-For-Wishes.html
“Freedom Through Education” this is the National Project of Round Table India
www.roundtableindia.org/fte.php and Round Table Nepal  www.roundtablenepal.org.
Same project goals build schools for children but different associations.

“The sun flower fund” Working to match bone marrow  of Leukemia; One of RT
Southern Africa’s many projects www.roundtable.org.za
 
So just a taster of what there is out in our association world wide. Please send
me details of your project so I can high light them.
 
EMA region.
Regional Meetings, don’t miss the Dates!
• NTM (Nordic Tabler Meeting) in Aalborg, Denmark 13.-16.10.2011

http://www.ntm2011.dk/
• STM (Southern Tabler Meeting) in Plovdiv, Bulgaria 3.-6.11.2011 (further

information www.stm2011.eu)
• CTM (Central Tabler Meeting) together with Funta12 and Cula7in Pforzheim,

Germany 3.-4.02.2012 www.rt137.de
• World IRO (International Relationship Officer) Meeting in

Ängelholm/Copenhagen, Sweden, 1.-4.03.2012 www.rts.org/iro2012
• EMA (European and Mediterranean Area) Meeting in Brussels, Belgium, 20.-

24.06.2012 http://www.ematm2012.be
 
IRO’s we have got strong Regional meeting in NTM & CTM can ask you all to
look at supporting or sending tablers to STM. Thank you.

Over the past number of years the EMA chairman has travel to smaller association
to help them grow, but as you know he always takes active tablers with him
from many different associations. This was the smaller association feels the
fun strength of the support to help them.

I will of course be doing the same so if you are looking to start, grow and or
support a smaller EMA association please let me know.
 
Road Trip.
I have stolen and idea from a past RTI president, Gerald O’Herlihy. As president
he invited tabler to join him on a month long tour of the world visit Table. Twenty
+ tablers joined him on this epic trip, making life long friends with amazing
memories.

Well a good idea is a good idea. I can’t afford a month so how about a long
week, starting on the Friday having 5 days off work then finishing on the Sunday.
Nine days. I have not fixed a date but look to hear from those tablers who would
like to join me, as we Table around our EMA region visiting small association
and celebrating the success of large associations. 

So let me start by highlighting a great event.
Round Table Hungary’s Wellness & Spare week-
end  in Budapest 27-30/10/11 www.roundtable.hu.
I hope to see you there.

See you somewhere around our Tabling world.
If you do not know me I am the one in the bright
colours.
 
Steve Lord: EMA Chairman

In a small market town on the Essex /
Cambridgeshire border, one of the largest events
organised by a single Table has just finished.

This event has been run by Saffron Walden Round
Table 582 (SWRT) for over 50 years and is now
so big that it can only happen every 3 years.  A
strap line was born in 2005 to make it more
relevant to today and to keep pace with major
music festivals and The Saffron Walden Round
Table Carnival has evolved to become “The 8
Day Weekend”.

The 8 days and 9 nights are a highlight for the
town and local community and there is something
for everyone; young and old, modern and
contemporary, wild and wacky or suited and
booted and dedicated fans will travel miles across
the country to see their idols perform.  Let’s not
forget that amongst the superstar bands, 700
local ladies will take their place on a Monday
night as SWRT’s very own ‘Round Table Rude
Boys’ take centre stage to reveal…..well, that
they are taking their lives into their own hands,
that you really should be single to be doing this
and if not, you may soon be.  The vast array of
stomach’s on display proves that these Tabler’s

The 8 Day Weekend
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continue the age old tradition of supporting local
food and beverage establishments in these tough
times and they should be commended (or put on
diets).  The hilarity of the act when all said and
done is that these 6 Tabler’s  were able to pull
off a 4 minute choreographed routine after only
2 hours practice that morning. The show was
such a success that the cheering ladies broke
the legal db limit allowed for the event once the
boys got naked and down to business and that
was something even the professionals couldn’t
match.  Whatever happens, just don’t let Ladies
Circle know these boys exist!

‘The 8 Day Weekend’ extravaganza returned in
2011 with a lot to live up to.  2008 made history,
when, for the first time the marquee was sold
out with over 2,500 people watching Abba tribute
“Bjorn Again” & 70’s/80’s legends The Real Thing. 
Acts from Britain’s Got Talent appeared,
International DJ Judge Jules took to the decks
on Club Night and Chas and Dave returned to
the stage they had graced 30 years earlier.
Putting the event on this year was a risk, but a
calculated one for SWRT with the financial
climate in its current predicament and each
member being personally liable should income
not meet expenditure. Crowds defied any
recession woes and flocked to support us with
over 8,500 tickets sold and 20,000 lining the streets
for the 2nd largest non-funded procession in the

country.  This is no ordinary procession; over 100 vehicles took part, it took 2.5
hours to complete, the route is 3 miles long and it closes the entire town’s
transport network for 4 hours.  No-one really minds; it’s a spectacle that has to
be seen to be believed.

So what are some of the stats from 2011?  The floor area of the multiple marquees
came to 2,250m and from our 19 metre bar we sold over 20,000 pints, and 10,000
shots of spirits.  Before doors can open to the community, up to 60 volunteers
are trained and in place.  This relies on volunteers stepping up to the challenge
and we have strong connections with Ladies Circle, Rotary and other local clubs
that we have extended friendships with likes of the Dive club and Rugby club,
but without the continued and unreserved support from these clubs and general
members of the public we would not open!

The finances are scary; turnover exceeded £345,000 with a profit of £50-55,000
(still counting the final coins) ploughed back into the local community, and all
done by a group of Tablers for fun and fellowship.

Times are tough, businesses are struggling, but that didn’t stop 12 local firms
each paying £3,000 to become a Carnival Partner. It’s not about sponsorship
anymore.  It’s about community links from local businesses through Round Table
and then to the general public - it’s putting something back into the community.
6 Partners renewed their commitment from 2008 and already 2 have committed
to 2014; it shows how the event is valued and how everybody wants to be
associated with it. One of our Carnival Partners father was the founder of SWRT
so how fitting that these close links and friendships are maintained and not lost
over time.

We are very much focused and understand that without the community this
event would not and could not happen.  Our partner’s provide us with early
revenue to secure professional acts and logistical items such as the Marquee. 

Unfortunately, the days of concessions for us as a charity from many of our
suppliers and acts are over.  We have to pay large deposits and sometimes fully
in advance.  It is a harsh reality in the world of a small town event that is now
treated the same as any major music festival.  And what of that nasty word….
licensing?  We have to go through and get approval from the town council, local
district authority, county authority,  highways, environmental health, health &
safety, police, fire service, child protection, drugs awareness and many more
that leads to a 250 page event management plan.  This year saw the Carnival
sign up to the “Challenge 25” scheme and locally operated pub watch scheme
by all pubs and clubs.

SWRT currently has 21 strong members and we had a carnival committee of 9
including a member from our sister association to make sure that the event
happens.  All members are part of one of the many committee’s (logistics, events,
press and publicity etc) so everyone is actively involved and has an input.  Many
will have used 2 weeks of their annual leave to manage the event.  Overall
organisation actually takes 18 months, with a further 12 months to close out the
financials and give money to the local community on projects and good causes. 
This all requires a significant investment in time and commitment and
demonstrates tabling at its best!

The success of the 2008 Carnival was amazing but we never rest on our laurels;
we wanted 2011 to be bold and book acts not seen before; MOBO award winner
Lemar and 2 of the X Factor stars helped us to an opening night attendance of
over 1,700 people.  On Corporate Night, Michael Portillo joined us as a guest
speaker.  Siren String Quartet added the glamour with an electric performance
& laser show to make it once again a memorable Corporate Night for each of
our 615 guests.  Other notable acts included Go West, Curiosity killed The Cat
and Nik Kershaw for our 80’s themed Final Night Party... Local tribute acts played
to huge audiences with The Blues Brothers, Uncle Funk and The Rollin Clones
all making repeat appearances and we had some other amazing acts that made
a amazing line up over the 8 day weekender! 

We brought back history as well with a bed race through the old market place
in our town.  This hadn’t been done for 17 years and turned out to be an amazing
success.  Seven teams competed and 2,000 people turned out on a Sunday
morning to see this awesome event return, made even better with the SWRT
team winning in the final against the communities fire service.
Many Essex Tables came and experienced the 8 Day Weekend in 2011, albeit
as a punter, worked the bar, manned a door, they got involved, but above what
we took away is that We did. We do. and You can! make a difference. 
 
You can see more of the details and pictures the website is
www.8dayweekend.co.uk .  Take a look, it was the best thing you did this year!
 
Jason Thomson & Nick Head
Saffron Walden Round Table 582
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Commit... and act... and so we did...

During the International meeting 2010 in Dubai a new idea was presented, to
try to solve the declining membership issues and age limit for some associations.
 
We create a platform called WMC (World Membership Committee) which has
primarily two goals:.

1. To grow Round Table worldwide, to grow bigger and younger...
2. Create a database to learn from each other by analyzing the Facts and

Figures of each country.
 
Talking about WMC is not new, as last year, our current RTI President Stijn De
Frene reported periodically in the newsflash on the work achieved. This was
done, as the WMC is an official RTI workgroup that reports to the RTI Vice
President.
 
For those who never heard of WMC, let me give you a brief summary of where
we stared from and I shall develop on where we are currently:
Direct after the word “Go” we (RT Sweden, RTBI, RT The Netherlands) defined
the structure and procedures of this committee. This document can be
downloaded from the RTI website. www.rtinternational.org. We have now
reached a second miles stone by completing the questionnaire to be sent to all
associations, in order to gather Facts and Figures for each country.
 
As the WMC wants to address the issues of associations who are in different
regions and with different issues, we therefore seek help from other associations,
in order to be more efficient and having a better representation.
The new WMC representation is as follow:
• Africa : RT South Africa
• Asia Pacific : RT India
• NTM/other : RT Sweden
• CTM : RTBI
• STM : RT Romania
 
As indicated, we have now completed the questionnaires and for us to be
efficient, we need your help.. we will fill in the Facts and Figure document for
you.. but we need some more information to complete this document. Therefore
we will write a newsletter that will be sent to you and we request your feedback.
 
Once all information gathered, we will create an overview of all the associations.
This information will also be shared with all the associations to understand the
positions were we are at. During the meeting 2008 in Pattaya we also agreed
to share our different strategy documents.

With these strategies and the Facts and Figures of each country we will have
a complete overview of the current situation.

This will then allow us to identify comment issues and start looking for solutions.

WMC 2011-2012 In my opinion, the WMC will write a new path for
RTI’s future and I welcome anyone who would
like to participate in any way in making the WMC
a success.
 
 
This year I will only serve good coffee as a Vice
President.. well this is what the board expect
from me...
 
Enjoy Tabling and we keep in touch.
 
Yours In International Tabling.
 
Jeroen de Graaf: RTI  Vice President

registration fee 299 Euro per person
Early booking price 249 Euro per person (Closes on 15 Oct 2011)

for more information please visit
www.roundtable.hu

Euro Spa & Wellness 2011 &
Club 41 Hungary Charter

Budapest, Hungary
27-30 October 2011

Last year at the world
meeting in Dubai we
adopted Movember as
the RTI global community

service project, 1000 tablers took up the challenge
to promote men’s health by growing a moustache
in the month of November. You did not just
promote men’s health in your table you got your
communities involved and ended the month with
parties. At the same time raising  34,500 euros.
 
At the World meeting in Bremerhaven we have
launched our 2011 Movember RTI Project.

Movember

RTBI national board
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Dear Friends,
 
As demonstrated and voted during our last RTI World
Meeting in Bremerhaven, we have now an administrative
platform on the web !
 
It is now time to convert our COMMITments into
ACTions !!
 
We have created on this platform the basic accounts

for the National Presidents and/or  the National IROs of each associations. You
have already received login and password throught a separate email. And Lots
of you have already updaded their personal info ! Thank You !
 
adress : http://www.rtinternational.org (clic on the admin link on the top right
of the page) or http://admin.rtinternational.org
 
Please note that the provided password is different for every user. You can
change it but we strongly recommand to use a ‘’strong’’ password (eg : mix of
letters / capital  letters / numbers).
 
As a timeline, may we ask you to :
1. Complete your own data (every user can manage his own data)
2. Complete your National Board
3. Complete your Association info
 
For the points 2 and 3, only the National Secretary or the National IRO of an
Association can manage the informations of his own Association !
We will try to extract the informations sent to RT Malta for the printed RTI

Yes it’s that time again to start talking about what
moustache you’ll be sporting this year!
 
All your IRO’s and national board are leading the
way and they know how to get involved.
 
Grow a Mo (Moustache) in the month of
Movember (November).  It’s a simple idea to put
a billboard on your face to promote men’s health
to your work colleges, friend and family. (Prostate
cancer can affect any male from puberty onwards
and a simple blood test can identify this).

Unfortunately since we last Movember over
10,000 men in the uk have died  from prostate
cancer so forget your razor for a month and lets
change the face of men’s health together forever.
2011 is a year of focusing on the support of the
event and you DON’T have to Grow and Mo and
you DON’T have to raise sponsorship either.

 
This year we are selling PINS
for Movember.
GOLD  members are MO
Grower’s.
SILVER  members are in
support of Movember.

These pins can be found on RTI shop
www.rtinternational.org
 
Or purchase in person from any member of the
RTI board.

You can also get pins from Dan Read who is
supporting not only RTI but also RTBI.

Also Jari Heikka who has volunteered to help support the Nordic Region.
All profits from the pins goes to Movember  “Global Action Plan”. Tables can
donate more if they wish.
 
We are truly International this year and putting all the funds raised to the
Movember “Global Action Plan”.
 
Global Action Plan
 
Accelerating research outcomes through global collaboration The Movember
Foundation’s vision is to have an everlasting impact on the state of men’s health.
To this end Movember has established the Movember Global Action Plan (GAP),
which aims to accelerate prostate  cancer outcomes through global research
collaboration.

Working with our prostate cancer partners in each country over the last few
years, we identified an opportunity to accelerate research outcomes that benefit
men by providing researchers around the world  the ability to work together to
address critical research challenges.

Given our presence internationally, Movember is uniquely placed to address
this challenge by facilitating and funding a new and bold approach to prostate
cancer research collaboration that fast tracks outcomes. To direct the GAP
research priorities an independent Global Scientific Committee (GSC) has been
established, comprised of internationally renowned prostate cancer experts
from around the world.

Team spaces in facebook will soon be out. So that you can keep up to date with
parties and events. http://www.facebook.com/groups/197052656990707

We need you to order pins in ASAP.

Thanks for your support & See you in Movember!

Steve Lord & Dan Reed.

Belgium national board All the IRO’s
present in Bremerhaven

RTI Directory goes online !






